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NEW HOMES

Alberta companies honoured for green projects

MARTY HOPE
CALGARY HERALD

ing one from Calgary, make up
one third of 12 teams of housing
firms chosen as part of a national com-
petition to create sustainable homes,
with each receiving $50,000.
The teams were selected under the

F our Alberta companies, includ-

EQuilibrium initiative of Canada
Mortgage and Housing Corp.

“These houses are designed to pro-
duce as much energy as they consume
on an annual basis,” says Monte Sol-
berg, federal minister responsible for
CMHC, in a news release. “They will
be ablueprint for the next generation
of housing in Canada.”

The Calgary company chosen by the

competition was Echo-Logic Land
Corp., which is the developer and
builder of Echo Haven, an enclave of
25 homes in the northwest community
of Rocky Ridge.

The project incorporates energy-
saving, healthy construction concepts
in the development of a green com-
munity.

Two Red Deer companies also were

selected by the competition.

Avalon Master Builder won for its
Discovery IIl home in Red Deer. The
company is also active in multi-family
construction in Calgary with its Bor-
deaux project in Cranston.

Laebon Homes of Red Deer was the
third winner for its EQuilibrium Con-
cept Home. It was designed specifi-
cally for the Red Deer climate and

pays close attention to resource effi-
ciency, says Laebon design manager
Gayle Wood.

“Not only will 65 per cent of the con-
struction waste generated by the
home be recycled, but many of the
materials used to build it can be re-
used when the home is eventually de-
molished,” she says.

The final Alberta company chosen

by the competition was Habitat
Studio and Workshop Ltd. for its
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Nestled in the heart of the Canadian Rockies,
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this 1,250 acre master-planned resort community features full municipal city services

and a proposed Pool and Owners’ Lodge.

GREAT GOLF = GREAT SKIING » GREAT CYCLING = GREAT FISHING = GREAT WEATHER
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CHOOSE FROM
AN EXCELLENT SELECTION OF WOODED AND VIEW LOTS.

Fully-detached, single-family homes from $2 74, 900 .

3 exceptional spec homes
are now available for immediate occupancy from $3 1 6 900

FEATURES INCLUDE:

2 bedrooms & 4-piece bath

Gas fireplace with river rock facing and log mantle
Alder cabinets throughout e Pine laminate flooring
Peeled log, full front verandah
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* Trickle Creek, St. Eugene Mission, Kimberley Golf Course, Bootleg Gap, Way-Lyn Ranch

250.427.1000 e forestcrowne.com

e 10 minutes to
5 golf courses*

* 10 minutes to Kimberley
Alpine Resort

* 10 minutes to Cranbrook
International Airport

e Borders 2,300 acre
Kimberley Nature Park

e Forest Crowne Trail
System~ mapped
cycling/hiking adventures

® An easy 4-hour drive
from Calgary.
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FULLY FURNISHED
SHOW HOME OPEN DAILY

e Monday to Friday,
9am -5 pm

e Weekends, Noon - 5 pm
and by Appointment
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Riverdale project in downtown Ed-
monton, which aims to produce as
much energy as it consumes.

In all, there were 72 submissions
made by companies vying to be-
come one of the 12 teams.

“The goal of CMHC’s EQuilib-
rium initiative is to demonstrate a
new approach to housing in
Canada,” says Solberg. “It will sup-
port the building of sustainable,
healthy houses that are also afford-
able and energy- and resource effi-
cient”

Calgary’s Echo Haven project is
the “next step” on the road to en-
ergy efficient, healthy and environ-
mentally-friendly housing at a
community level, says company
spokesman David Spencer.

“This is fantastic,” he says. “The
award just confirms what we have
thought all along, that even though
this may be a niche product, there
are alot of people interested in it.”

Besides constructing the 25 resi-
dences, Echo Haven will also in-
clude features such as a green-
house, as well as a community
building with guest accommoda-
tion and work-at-home offices.

The design of the homes will
demonstrate healthy and durable

materials, rainwater harvesting,
composting or low-flush toilets,
and site-sensitive orientation to
maximize both solar exposure and
integration with the surrounding
nature.

“We’re hopin,
to begin con- § ALSO SEE
struction of the M BuiltGreen
first home this ‘relieved’ about
spring,nowthat  program 16
the road con-
struction is al-

most complete,” says Spencer.
“Our engineering drawings are
working their way through the
process and we’re ready to go.”

Avalon Master Builder’s Discov-
ery IIl home in Red Deer is a solar-
energy home that is also linked to
the traditional electrical grid.

It will produce as much energy
as it uses on an annual basis, says
CEO Ryan Scott. It will also feature
agrey-water recycling system to
reduce the home’s reliance on the
municipal water system.

“We’re very pleased our net-zero
energy proposal was so well re-
ceived,” says Scott. “Now, we'll be
working with CMHC to move the
whole project forward.”

Scott says that to boost the
home’s overall resource efficiency,
its innovative wall and window
systems will reduce space heating
requirements.

Solar systems will also be used to
preheat air and water.

“The design builds on our
ongoing work to deliver resource-
efficient homes to customers,”
he says.

Laebon Homes’ EQuilibrium
Concept Home not only pays close
attention to resource efficiency, it
is also adaptable to changes in fam-
ily lifestyle, says Wood.

The second floor can be devel-
oped to accommodate a growing
family while the main floor could
be adapted to become barrier-free,
she says.

The $50,000 given to each firm
will help offset costs required by
the winners to meet the contest’s
requirements, including those re-
lated to documenting, testing and
demonstrating the homes to the
public.

CMHC will also work with the
winners to provide things like tech-
nical and promotional support.
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ideal community for your active family.

s o $439,500
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wake up amid 30 acres of parks. With easy access to the mountains,
9 golf courses within 20 minutes, and convenient shopping in
Crowfoot Village or Royal Oak Shopping Centre — Cascades is the
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°3 Homes Available for Inmediate Possession

Just Released

* New Lots ® 2007 MasterBUILT® Specifications

J NE_W Nordlund Gourmet Kitchens available
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Last Opportunity to Build in the cascades of Royal Oak

Live in the Cascades, a Carma Master Planned Community, and
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View four showhomes at 303 Royal Oak Circle NW
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Www.jayman.com Contact: Dean Anderson at 208-9360 email: cascades@jayman.com

A H Showhome Hours: Monday-Thursday 2pm-8pm
MoreQuality MoreValue MoreSelection MasterBUILT®

Building is our Passion. No Apologies.

AA616245

Fridays, Weekends and Holidays 12-5pm




