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ourAlberta companies, includ-
ingone fromCalgary,makeup
one thirdof 12 teamsofhousing

firmschosenaspartof anational com-
petition tocreate sustainablehomes,
witheach receiving$50,000.
The teamswere selectedunder the

EQuilibriuminitiativeofCanada
MortgageandHousingCorp.
“Thesehousesaredesigned topro-

duceasmuchenergyas theyconsume
onanannualbasis,” saysMonteSol-
berg, federalminister responsible for
CMHC, inanewsrelease. “Theywill
beablueprint for thenextgeneration
ofhousing inCanada.”
TheCalgarycompanychosenby the

competitionwasEcho-LogicLand
Corp.,which is thedeveloperand
builderofEchoHaven, anenclaveof
25homes in thenorthwest community
ofRockyRidge.
Theproject incorporatesenergy-

saving, healthyconstructionconcepts
in thedevelopmentof agreencom-
munity.
TwoRedDeercompanies alsowere

selectedby thecompetition.
AvalonMasterBuilderwon for its

Discovery IIIhome inRedDeer.The
company is alsoactive inmulti-family
construction inCalgarywith itsBor-
deauxproject inCranston.
LaebonHomesofRedDeerwas the

thirdwinner for itsEQuilibriumCon-
ceptHome. Itwasdesignedspecifi-
cally for theRedDeerclimateand

payscloseattention to resourceeffi-
ciency, saysLaebondesignmanager
GayleWood.
“Notonlywill 65percentof thecon-

structionwastegeneratedby the
homeberecycled, butmanyof the
materialsused tobuild it canbe re-
usedwhen thehome iseventuallyde-
molished,” she says.
The finalAlberta companychosen
by thecompetitionwasHabitat
StudioandWorkshopLtd. for its
Riverdaleproject indowntownEd-
monton,whichaims toproduceas
muchenergyas it consumes.
Inall, therewere72 submissions

madebycompaniesvying tobe-
comeoneof the 12 teams.
“ThegoalofCMHC’sEQuilib-

riuminitiative is todemonstrate a
newapproach tohousing in
Canada,” saysSolberg. “Itwill sup-
port thebuildingof sustainable,
healthyhouses that arealsoafford-
able andenergy- andresourceeffi-
cient.”
Calgary’sEchoHavenproject is

the “next step”on the road toen-
ergyefficient, healthyandenviron-
mentally-friendlyhousingat a
community level, sayscompany
spokesmanDavidSpencer.
“This is fantastic,” he says. “The

award just confirmswhatwehave
thought all along, that even though
thismaybeanicheproduct, there
area lotofpeople interested in it.”
Besidesconstructing the 25 resi-

dences,EchoHavenwill also in-
clude features suchasagreen-
house, aswell as acommunity
buildingwithguest accommoda-
tionandwork-at-homeoffices.
Thedesignof thehomeswill

demonstratehealthyanddurable
materials, rainwaterharvesting,
compostingor low-flush toilets,
andsite-sensitiveorientation to
maximizeboth solar exposureand
integrationwith the surrounding
nature.
“We’rehoping

tobegincon-
structionof the
first home this
spring, nowthat
the roadcon-
struction is al-
most complete,” saysSpencer.
“Ourengineeringdrawingsare
working theirway through the
process andwe’re ready togo.”
AvalonMasterBuilder’sDiscov-

ery IIIhome inRedDeer is a solar-
energyhomethat is also linked to
the traditional electrical grid.
Itwill produceasmuchenergy

as it usesonanannualbasis, says
CEORyanScott. Itwill also feature
agrey-water recycling systemto
reduce thehome’s relianceon the
municipalwater system.
“We’reverypleasedournet-zero

energyproposalwas sowell re-
ceived,” saysScott. “Now,we’ll be
workingwithCMHCtomove the
wholeproject forward.”
Scott says that toboost the

home’soverall resourceefficiency,
its innovativewall andwindow
systemswill reduce spaceheating
requirements.
Solar systemswill alsobeused to

preheat air andwater.
“Thedesignbuildsonour

ongoingwork todeliver resource-
efficienthomes to customers,”
he says.
LaebonHomes’EQuilibrium

ConceptHomenotonlypaysclose
attention to resourceefficiency, it
is alsoadaptable tochanges in fam-
ily lifestyle, saysWood.
Thesecond floorcanbedevel-

oped toaccommodateagrowing
familywhile themain floorcould
beadapted tobecomebarrier-free,
she says.
The$50,000given toeach firm

will helpoffset costs requiredby
thewinners tomeet thecontest’s
requirements, including those re-
lated todocumenting, testingand
demonstrating thehomes to the
public.
CMHCwill alsoworkwith the

winners toprovide things like tech-
nical andpromotional support.

I14 CALGARYHERALD Saturday, February 17, 2007 NEWHOMES

Alberta companies honoured for green projects
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■BuiltGreen
‘relieved’ about
program II1166

The New Horizon

View four showhomes at 303 Royal Oak Circle NW
Contact: Dean Anderson at 208-9360 email: cascades@jayman.com
Showhome Hours: Monday-Thursday 2pm-8pm

Fridays, Weekends and Holidays 12-5pm

www.jayman.com

MoreQuality MoreValue MoreSelection

$439,500 Home,
Lot & GST

Cascades
Live in the Cascades, a Carma Master Planned Community, and

wake up amid 30 acres of parks. With easy access to the mountains,

9 golf courses within 20 minutes, and convenient shopping in

Crowfoot Village or Royal Oak Shopping Centre – Cascades is the

ideal community for your active family.

Undiscovered jewel of the Northwest – located in
one of Calgary’s most obviously attractive estate neighborhoods.

Last Opportunity to Build in the of Royal Oak

Build from

• 3 Homes Available for Immediate Possession
• New Lots • 2007 MasterBUILT® Specifications
• NEW Nordlund Gourmet Kitchens available

Just Released

Building is our Passion. No Apologies.
AA616245

250.427.1000 • forestcrowne.com

CHOOSE FROM
AN EXCELLENT SELECTION OF WOODED AND VIEW LOTS.

Fully-detached, single-family homes from $274,900.

3 exceptional spec homes
are now available for immediate occupancy from $316,900.
FEATURES INCLUDE:

• 2 bedrooms & 4-piece bath
• Gas fireplace with river rock facing and log mantle
• Alder cabinets throughout • Pine laminate flooring
• Peeled log, full front verandah

• 10 minutes to
5 golf courses*

• 10 minutes to Kimberley
Alpine Resort

• 10 minutes to Cranbrook
International Airport

• Borders 2,300 acre
Kimberley Nature Park

• Forest Crowne Trail
System~ mapped
cycling/hiking adventures

• An easy 4-hour drive
from Calgary.

FULLY FURNISHED
SHOW HOME OPEN DAILY

• Monday to Friday,
9 am - 5 pm

• Weekends, Noon - 5 pm
and by Appointment

Nestled in the heart of the Canadian Rockies,

this 1,250 acre master-planned resort community features full municipal city services

and a proposed Pool and Owners’ Lodge.

* Tr ick le Creek, St . Eugene Miss ion, K imber ley Gol f Course , Boot leg Gap, Way-Lyn Ranch

PHASE 5 JUST RELEASED

AA610687


