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W
ill suburbsbecome thenext
ghettosbecausenoonecan
afford to live inorheat

houses that are too large?
While JonathanWesteinde,manag-

ingpartnerofWindmillDevelop-
mentGroup, sayswe’reheaded in
thatdirection, hedoesn’t agreewith
author JamesKunstler,whopre-
dicteda suburbandecline inhisbook,
TheLongEmergency.
Seeing the future throughgreen-

tintedglasses,Westeinde—devel-
operof the sustainableAcquaand
Ventoprojects inCalgary—isopti-
mistic thatwe’llwakeupandstart to
buildamore sustainableworld.
“Idon’t thinkwe’ll everget that far,”

he saysaboutKunstler’spredictions.
“Hopefully, they’ll realize thatbefore
it’s too late.”
Among thegreen initiatives

launchedbyCalgary-areabuilders is
theDrakeLandingprojectof 52
homes inOkotoks—the first such
communityof its kind inNorth
America. Solarpanelsmountedon
the rooftopsof things likegarages
collect energy fromsunlight.
TheUnitedCommuni-

tiesdevelopmenthasSter-
lingHomesas its exclusive
builder.DrakeLandingwas
named thewinner last year
of anAlbertaEmerald
Foundationaward in the
climatechangecategory.
Anothergreen initiative

is theCalgary-basedBuilt-
GreenSocietyofCanada,
whichallowsbothhome-
buyers andbuilders to se-
lect theirown levelof envi-
ronmentally-friendlyand
sustainablehousing.
FourAlberta companies, including

one fromCalgary, alsomakeupone
thirdof 12 teamsofhousing firms
acrossCanada recentlychosenas
partof anational competition tocre-
ate sustainablehomes.
The teamswere selectedunder the

EQuilibriuminitiativeofCanada
MortgageandHousingCorp.
Housesweredesigned toproduce

asmuchenergyas theyconsumeon
anannualbasis.
TheCalgarycompanychosenby

thecompetitionwasEcho-Logic
LandCorp.,which is thedeveloper
andbuilderofEchoHaven, anen-
claveof 25homes in thenorthwest
communityofRockyRidge.Thepro-
ject incorporatesenergy-saving,
healthyconstructionconcepts in the
developmentof agreencommunity.
Besidesconstructing the 25 resi-

dences,EchoHavenwill also include
features suchasagreenhouse, aswell
as acommunitybuildingwithguest
accommodationandwork-at-home
offices.Thedesignof thehomeswill
demonstratehealthyanddurablema-
terials, rainwaterharvesting, com-
postingor low-flush toilets, andsite-

sensitiveorientation to
maximizeboth solar

exposureand integrationwith the
surroundingnature.
AvalonMasterBuilderwasalso

among thewinners for itsDiscovery
IIIhome inRedDeer.Thecompany
is active inmulti-familyconstruction
inCalgarywith itsBordeauxproject
inCranston.
Windmill, formed inOctober 2003,

isuniquebecause it constructsonly
sustainablebuildings that areLEED
Goldstandardorhigher.
LEED,whichstands forLeadership

inEnergyandEnvironmentalDesign,
is a rating systemforcommercial and
multi-residential buildings,much like
thenewEnergyStar systemratesen-
ergyefficiency forhomes.
ALEEDrating forhomes isbeing

piloted in theUnitedStates.
Buildingsare rated fromone to60

points.Anything 32pointsormore is
LEEDcertified,with silver, goldor
platinumstatus for thebestbuildings.
Windmill’s threemajorprojects are

receivingaccoladeshandover fist:
theAcquaand theVento inCalgary,
theCurrents inOttawa, andVictoria’s
DocksideGreen—NorthAmerica’s
firstLEEDPlatinumplannedurban
community.
Westeinde recently spoke to

builders, developers, archi-
tects anddesigners at the
Ottawa-CarletonHome
Builders’Association
monthlymeeting, attempt-
ing toconvince themthat
change to theirbusiness is
inevitable.
Suburbanhousingdevel-

opmentsdependoncar
use —butgasprices are
30 to 50percenthigher
than five to sevenyears
ago, he says.
Housesare 30-per-cent

bigger, but energyefficiency isonly
25-per-centbetter and thereare fewer
occupantsperhouse, sowe’reusing
upmuchmorespacepercapita.
“We, as ahumanspecies, arecon-

sumingmore thanwecanreplenish,”
hewarneddelegates at themeeting.
Buildinggreen isonestep towarda

sustainable futureandheassured
themgreenhomesdon’t have tobe
outlandishorgoofy. “It’s amyth that
greenbuildingsall stickphotovoltaic
cellson the roof,”he says.
Greenbuildingsarehighlyenergy

efficient,water efficient, havegood
airquality, andusehealthymaterials
that are sustainable.
InOttawa, theCurrents isbeing

built ona formerbrownfield site
(meaning itwascontaminated)
whereagas station, drycleanerand
carwashoncestood.
The43-apartment luxurycondo-

minium,whichwill house thenew
GreatCanadianTheatreCo., is 95per
cent soldand the first occupants ar-
rive this spring.
Windmill

asked the

CityofOttawa for support tobecome
aLEEDGoldbuilding, proposing to
double thedensity, buthalve the im-
pacton infrastructure suchaswater
andsewerpipesandelectrical lines.
Citycouncillors agreed.
Windmill alsoownsa sustainable

developmentconsultingcompany,
BuildgreenConsulting,which is ex-
aminingprojects that includevenues
for the 2010VancouverOlympic
Games, andacomplete sustainable
resort village inLoretoBay,Mexico.
TheAcquaandVentoproject in

Calgarywill definitelybeLEEDGold
andpossiblyplatinum.
Again, apartnershipwith thecity

helpedmakea successof the town-
houseprojectwith retail spaceand
10-per-cent affordablehousing.
The interiorU-shapedopenarea

allowsnatural light intoall unitswith
theirbamboo floors,wool carpets,
wheatboardcabinets, andradiant
floorheating.Rainwater isharvested
for toilet flushing.
DocksideGreen, a finalist in

CMHC’scompetition,wasacontami-
natedsiteonVictoria’sharbourfront
for 37yearsbecausenooneknew
what todowith it.
Windmill promised itwouldbe

LEEDPlatinumor itwouldpay the
city $1million, saysWesteinde.The
community includesamixof lofts
and townhomecondominiums.
Anon-site sewage treatmentplant

will scrubwastewateruntil it’s clean
enough todischarge into theocean.
Most, however,will be reused for

landscapingand toilet flushing.
Thecity is examiningWindmill’s

sewage treatmentas amodel for its
ownsystem.Abiomassplantuses
wastewood fromconstructionsites
andpulpandpaper tocreateheat.

There’s alsoabiodiesel facility, and
thecompany isbuyinga fleetof
Smart cars tooperateacar-sharing
program, reducing thenumberof
parking stallsnecessary.
BattistellaDevelopments also

bought aSmart car for residentsof its
Chocolatehighrise inCalgary.The
company teamedwithCATCO(Cal-
garyAlternativeTransportationCo-
operatives), allowingotherswho live
in theneighbourhood toalsobook
thecar for short-termuse.
ForWindmill, other aspectsof its

DocksideGreenproject inVictoria
involvedsavingmoneybysizingnew
electrical feedsandwaterpipes
smaller—whereas thecompany’s
OttawaandCalgaryprojects simply
fed intoexisting infrastructure.
Whilegreenbuildingsmaycost

more toconstruct, over theyearsof
operating thatbuilding, theycost far

less, notonly inenergysavings, but
also in reducedabsenteeismand
higherproductivityof thepeople
who liveandwork there.
EvenU.S. companies, suchasWal-

Mart andHomeDepot, arepayingat-
tention togreenbuildingbecause it
saves themmoney in the long run.
“That is going tocomedownstream
andaffecthowwedobusiness,” says
Westeinde, adding that change ishap-
peningandquickly. “Noonehad
heardofEnergyStarwhenwe
formedWindmill threeyears ago.”
Builders aregettingonboardwith

things likeEnergyStar,which is a
good first step, but they’re still build-
ing thehugesuburbanhomes that
couldonedaybeunaffordable toop-
erate. “Thediscussion ishappening,
which is great, but theaction is slow
incoming,” saysWesteinde.

—with files fromtheHerald

CALGARYHERALD Saturday,March 31, 2007 I11NEWHOMES

Sustainable suburbs goal of developer

jobs
careers
advice

working.com
Interview in your pyjamas.

Search anytime.

CalgaryHeraldArchive
Solar panels under construction last year on the garages at the back of the homes inDrake Landing.

Calgary firms part of growing trend

Mikael Kjellstrom, CalgaryHerald
TheVento project in TheBridges in Calgary aims to be sustainable.
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QUICK POSSESSION

CALL LINDSAY

366-4075
www.elitehomes.com

• Wow! Value and Style!
• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

including EnSuite in
Master, Walk-in Closet,

• Oversized Kitchen,
Fashionable Maple
Cabinets, Ceramic Tile
Backsplash & Black
Appliances

• Handy, Upper-Floor
Laundry Location!

• Bright & Open with 9ft.
Ceiling in Living Room

• Front Yard Landscaping,
plus Rear Deck included!

• Steps away from approved
Taradale Elementary
School, Lake, Park & Bus
Route

The Rochester , Taralake
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1403 sq ft
Elegant and Practical!

$367,500
incl lot & GST

QUICK POSSESSION

PLEASE CONTACT PETER

208.5538
for more details

Walkout Basement

Spacious 3 Bedroom

& Bonus Room Plan

Unique 2 Storey

Open Great Room

Charcoal Maple

Cabinetry

Hardwood & Granite

Wrought Iron and

Maple Curved

Staircase.

Ready Early Summer

Savoy, Royal Oak
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2423 sq ft 2 storey

$726,195
incl GST

QUICK POSSESSION

PLEASE CONTACT PETER

208.5538
for more details

3 Car Garage

Backing onto

Greenspace

Luxurious 3 Bedroom

& Bonus Room Plan

Rich Cappuccino

Maple Cabinetry

Gleaming Hardwood

and Stainless Steel

Appliances are just

a few of the extras

included.

Ready For Spring

Griffin, Royal Oak
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2879 sq ft 2 storey

$878,200
incl GST

QUICK POSSESSION

CALL CARRIE DESLAURIERS

226-4576
www.elitehomes.com

Bentley MK3, Evergreen Ridge
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A huge kitchen with

island, and hardwood

throughout the main

floor make this an

entertainer’s dream.

Upgraded Maple

Cappucino cabinets

and stainless steel

appliances top it all

off. A huge 18’ X 8’

deck completes the

package.

This 1726 sq. ft. two
storey in the desired

community of Evergreen
Ridge has it all.

QUICK POSSESSION

CALL SIMON

850-1708
www.elitehomes.com

Walk-out Basement
with West Facing
Lot, Backing onto
Greenbelt, 1821 sq.ft.
– 2 Storey home with
double attached garage.
Features include 3
Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths,
Hardwood Floors, Open
Kitchen with Great
Room & Fireplace, Rear
Deck, & Large Bonus
Room. Located in quiet
Cul-de-Sac.

Elite Custom Homes
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$490,000
incl lot & GST

QUICK POSSESSION

CALL CARRIE DESLAURIERS

226-4576
www.elitehomes.com

Jade, Evergreen Ridge

A
A
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49

18

Tons of natural light

fill this unique 1484

sq.ft. bi-level which

has beautiful vaulted

ceilings and skylight

in kitchen. Home

includes hardwood,

Deck, and 9’ ceilings

in the basement. The master bedroom retreat with

jetted tub complete the package, and all within walking

distance to Fish Creek Park, ponds, and pathways!

•

Call Jesse Marshall 256-8343

www.todayshomes.ca

• 1286 sq ft
• 3 bdrm,1.5 bath
• Mstr.bdrm features 3 piece bath w/W.I.C.
• Rear 10 x10 deck off Nook
• Black appliances & Maple cabinets

AA624923

QUICK POSSESSION

todays
HOMES

The “Eden B” in Bridlecrest SW

$$358,589358,589 .63.63 includesincludes
lot & GSTlot & GST

It starts here. It starts today.

•

Call Jesse Marshall 256-8343
www.todayshomes.ca

• 3 bdrm + vaulted bonus rm,2.5 bath
• 1912 sq ft
• Mstr bdrm features 4 piece ensuite

w/soaker tub
• Flex room on main floor
• Hardwood & tile upgrades

AA624921

QUICK POSSESSION

todays
HOMES

The “Clairmont A” in Bridlecrest SW

$$455,674455,674 .57.57 includesincludes
lot & GSTlot & GST

It starts here. It starts today.

•

Call Jesse Marshall 256-8343
www.todayshomes.ca

• 1482 sq/ft
• 3 Bedrooms,2.5 Bath
• Full length front porch
• Nook leads to 13’x 10” rear deck
• Black appliances & Maple cabinets
• Includes Fireplace

AA624920

QUICK POSSESSION

todays
HOMES

The “Cambrian C” in Bridlecrest SW

$$381,141381,141 .73.73 includesincludes
lot & GSTlot & GST

It starts here. It starts today.

•

Call Jesse Marshall 256-8343

www.todayshomes.ca

• 1342 sq/ft
• 3 Bedroom,2.5 Bath
• Kitchen features Central Island
• 10’x 8’rear deck
• Mstr.Bdrm features 3 piece bath
• Black appliances & Maple cabinets

AA624922

QUICK POSSESSION

todays
HOMES

The “Elan A” in Bridlecrest SW

$$362,435362,435 .87.87 includesincludes
lot & GSTlot & GST

It starts here. It starts today.

Call Mary LeBeau

241-3838
www.mapeland.com

INCL Lot
& GST
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$669,900

SOUTHWEST

AA617236

QUICK POSSESSION
THE SUMMIT OF MONTREUX

1935 SQ FT 2 STOREY WALK OUT
FEATURES GRANITE COUNTERTOPS, MAPLE

CABINETS, HARDWOOD ON MAIN, 3 BEDROOMS
2 1/2 BATHS AND BONUS ROOM WITH A

VAULTED CEILING

BOULDER CREEK, LANGDON

$479,900 incl. lot, legal & GST

Lynn Desilets or
Brian Morrison at:

936-3110
for directions
www.stepperhomes.com

The Earlton

• 1904 Sq. Ft.
• 13 x 20 Bonus Room

BACKING ONTO GREEN
SPACE

• Maple cabinets and
hardwood

• 62ft wide lot
• double garage

* home may be slightly
different from rendering

AA624912

731 Boulder Creek Drive*

BOULDER CREEK, LANGDON

$519,900 incl. lot, legal & GST

Call Brian or Lynn

936-3110
at Boulder Creek Estates
for directions
www.stepperhomes.com

The Newport

• Triple Car Garage
• BACKING ONTO GREEN

SPACE
• 2065 Sq ft
• Hardwood and Tile Flooring

• Maple Cabinets
• Deck with Aluminum and

Glass Railing

AA624911

BOULDER CREEK, LANGDON

$539,900 incl. lot, legal & GST

Lynn Desilets or
Brian Morrison at:

936-3110
for directions
www.stepperhomes.com

The Cunningham

• 1556 Sq. Ft. Bungalow on
walk-out lot that BACKS
ONTO THE GOLF COURSE

• 12 x 17 rear deck
• Maple cabinets and

hardwood

• 62ft wide lot
• Side drive with double

garage
*home may be slightly
different from rendering

AA624910

81 Boulder Creek Manor*

SOUTHWEST


