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Sustainable suburbs goal of developer

Calgary firms part of growing trend

KATHRYN YOUNG
For CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

ill suburbs become the next

ghettos because no one can

afford to live in or heat
houses that are too large?

While Jonathan Westeinde, manag-
ing partner of Windmill Develop-
ment Group, says we're headed in
that direction, he doesn’t agree with
author James Kunstler, who pre-
dicted a suburban decline in his book,
The Long Emergency.

Seeing the future through green-
tinted glasses, Westeinde — devel-
oper of the sustainable Acqua and
Vento projects in Calgary — is opti-
mistic that we’ll wake up and start to
build a more sustainable world.

“I don’t think we’ll ever get that far,”
he says about Kunstler’s predictions.
“Hopefully, they’ll realize that before
it’s too late.”

Among the green initiatives
launched by Calgary-area builders is
the Drake Landing project of 52
homes in Okotoks — the first such
community of its kind in North
America. Solar panels mounted on
the rooftops of things like garages
collect energy from sunlight.

The United Communi-

exposure and integration with the
surrounding nature.

Avalon Master Builder was also
among the winners for its Discovery
IIT home in Red Deer. The company
is active in multi-family construction
in Calgary with its Bordeaux project
in Cranston.

Windmill, formed in October 2003,
is unique because it constructs only
sustainable buildings that are LEED
Gold standard or higher.

LEED, which stands for Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design,
is arating system for commercial and
multi-residential buildings, much like
the new Energy Star system rates en-
ergy efficiency for homes.

A LEED rating for homes is being
piloted in the United States.

Buildings are rated from one to 6o
points. Anything 32 points or more is
LEED certified, with silver, gold or
platinum status for the best buildings.

Windmill’s three major projects are
receiving accolades hand over fist:
the Acqua and the Vento in Calgary,
the Currents in Ottawa, and Victoria’s
Dockside Green — North America’s
first LEED Platinum planned urban
community.
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Four Alberta companies, including
one from Calgary, also make up one
third of 12 teams of housing firms
across Canada recently chosen as
part of a national competition to cre-
ate sustainable homes.

The teams were selected under the
EQuilibrium initiative of Canada
Mortgage and Housing Corp.

Houses were designed to produce
as much energy as they consume on
an annual basis.

The Calgary company chosen by
the competition was Echo-Logic
Land Corp., which is the developer
and builder of Echo Haven, an en-
clave of 25 homes in the northwest
community of Rocky Ridge. The pro-
ject incorporates energy-saving,
healthy construction concepts in the
development of a green community.

Besides constructing the 25 resi-
dences, Echo Haven will also include
features such as a greenhouse, as well
as a community building with guest
accommodation and work-at-home
offices. The design of the homes will
demonstrate healthy and durable ma-
terials, rainwater harvesting, com-

posting or low-flush toilets, and site-
sensitive orientation to
maximize both solar

Houses are 30-per-cent
bigger, but energy efficiency is only
25-per-cent better and there are fewer
occupants per house, so we're using
up much more space per capita.

“We, as a human species, are con-
suming more than we can replenish,”
he warned delegates at the meeting.

Building green is one step toward a
sustainable future and he assured
them green homes don’t have to be
outlandish or goofy. “It’s a myth that
green buildings all stick photovoltaic
cells on the roof,” he says.

Green buildings are highly energy
efficient, water efficient, have good
air quality, and use healthy materials
that are sustainable.

In Ottawa, the Currents is being
built on a former brownfield site
(meaning it was contaminated)
where a gas station, drycleaner and
car wash once stood.

The 43-apartment luxury condo-
minium, which will house the new
Great Canadian Theatre Co., is 95 per
cent sold and the first occupants ar-
rive this spring.

Windmill
asked the

Mikael Kjellstrom, Calgary Herald

The Vento project in The Bridges in Calgary aims to be sustainable.
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Savoy, Royal Oak

‘Walkout Basement
Spacious 3 Bedroom

& Bonus Room Plan ~ $
Unique 2 Storey

Open Great Room
Charcoal Maple
Cabinetry

Hardwood & Granite
‘Wrought Iron and

Maple Curved

o

2423 sq ft 2 storey

126,19

incl GST
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PLEASE CONTACT PETER

208.5538

for more details
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The Rochester , Taralake

S
1403 sq ft
Elegant and Practical!

3 Lake, Park & Bus $3 6 7 9 5 0 0

incl lot & GST

CALL LINDSAY

366-4075

AA624914

afew of the extras
included.
Ready For Spring

crittin, Royal Qak

3 Car Garage
Backing onto
Greenspace
Luxurious 3 Bedroom

2879 sq ft 2 storey

878,200

incl GST

PLEASE CONTACT PETER

208.5538

for more details
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Solar panels under construction last year on the garages at the back of the homes in Drake Landing.

City of Ottawa for support to become
a LEED Gold building, proposing to
double the density, but halve the im-
pact on infrastructure such as water
and sewer pipes and electrical lines.
City councillors agreed.

Windmill also owns a sustainable
development consulting company;,
Buildgreen Consulting, which is ex-
amining projects that include venues
for the 2010 Vancouver Olympic
Games, and a complete sustainable
resort village in Loreto Bay, Mexico.

The Acqua and Vento project in
Calgary will definitely be LEED Gold
and possibly platinum.

Again, a partnership with the city
helped make a success of the town-
house project with retail space and
10-per-cent affordable housing.

The interior U-shaped open area
allows natural light into all units with
their bamboo floors, wool carpets,
wheatboard cabinets, and radiant
floor heating. Rainwater is harvested
for toilet flushing.

Dockside Green, a finalist in
CMHC’s competition, was a contami-
nated site on Victoria’s harbourfront
for 37 years because no one knew
what to do with it.

Windmill promised it would be
LEED Platinum or it would pay the
city $1 million, says Westeinde. The
community includes a mix of lofts
and townhome condominiums.

An on-site sewage treatment plant
will scrub wastewater until it’s clean
enough to discharge into the ocean.

Most, however, will be reused for
landscaping and toilet flushing.

The city is examining Windmill’s
sewage treatment as a model for its
own system. A biomass plant uses
waste wood from construction sites
and pulp and paper to create heat.
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The Newport

$51 9 . 900 incl. lot, legal & GST

¢ Triple Car Garage

* BACKING ONTO GREEN
SPACE

* 2065 Sq ft

¢ Hardwood and Tile Flooring

¢ Maple Cabinets
* Deck with Aluminum and
Glass Railing

Call Brian or Lynn

936-3110

at Boulder Creek Estates
for directions
www.stepperhomes.com

SIEPPER

CETOM HOMES,

AA624911

BOULDER CREEK, LANGDON

81 Boulder Creek Manor*

The Cunningham

$5395900 incl. lot, legal & GST

* 1556 Sq. Ft. Bungalow on  62ft wide lot
walk-out lot that BACKS * Side drive with double
ONTO THE GOLF COURSE garage

* 12 x 17 rear deck *home may be slightly

* Maple cabinets and different from rendering

. STEPPER

SUSTIM Hoes

Lynn Desilets or
Brian Morrison at:

936-3110

for directions

www.stepperhomes.com
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The Earlton

$479,900 inl. lot, legal & GST

* 1904 Sq. Ft. * 62ft wide lot

¢ 13 x 20 Bonus Room * double garage
BACKING ONTO GREEN
SPACE

¢ Maple cabinets and
hardwood

* home may be slightly
different from rendering

SIEPPER

CETOM HOMES)

Lynn Desilets or
Brian Morrison at:

936-3110

for directions

www.stepperhomes.com

AAB24912

There’s also a biodiesel facility, and
the company is buying a fleet of
Smart cars to operate a car-sharing
program, reducing the number of
parking stalls necessary.

Battistella Developments also
bought a Smart car for residents of its
Chocolate highrise in Calgary. The
company teamed with CATCO (Cal-
gary Alternative Transportation Co-
operatives), allowing others who live
in the neighbourhood to also book
the car for short-term use.

For Windmill, other aspects of its
Dockside Green project in Victoria
involved saving money by sizing new
electrical feeds and water pipes
smaller — whereas the company’s
Ottawa and Calgary projects simply
fed into existing infrastructure.

‘While green buildings may cost
more to construct, over the years of
operating that building, they cost far

Bentley MK3, Evergreen Ridge

A huge kitchen with
island, and hardwood
throughout the main
floor make thisan |
entertainer’s dream.
Upgraded Maple
Cappucino cabinets
and stainless steel
appliances top it all
off. Ahuge 18°X 8’
deck completes the
package.

This 1726 sq. ft. two
storey in the desired

Ridge has it all.

CALL CARRIE DESLAURIERS

226-4576

www.elitehomes.com

community of Evergreen

AA624917

less, not only in energy savings, but
also in reduced absenteeism and
higher productivity of the people
who live and work there.

Even U.S. companies, such as Wal-
Mart and Home Depot, are paying at-
tention to green building because it
saves them money in the long run.
“That is going to come downstream
and affect how we do business,” says
Westeinde, adding that change is hap-
pening and quickly. “No one had
heard of Energy Star when we
formed Windmill three years ago.”

Builders are getting on board with
things like Energy Star, which isa
good first step, but they’re still build-
ing the huge suburban homes that
could one day be unaffordable to op-
erate. “The discussion is happening,
which is great, but the action is slow
in coming,” says Westeinde.

— with files from the Herald

Jade, Evergreen Ridge

Tons of natural light
fill this unique 1484

q.ft. bi-level which

eautiful vaulted g

ilings and skylight
in kitchen. Home
includes hardwood, %3
Deck, and 9’ ceilings
in the basement. The master bedroom retreat with

distance to Fish Creek Park, ponds, and pathwa

CALL CARRIE DESLAURIERS

226-4576

www.elitehomes.com

SOUTHWEST § SOUTHWEST

Jetted tub complete the package, and all within walking

AA624918

* 1342 sqfft

« 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath

« Kitchen features Central Island
*10’x 8’ rear deck

* Mstr. Bdrm features 3 piece bath
 Black appliances & Maple cabinets

Call Jesse Marshall 256-8343
www.todayshomes.ca

It starts here. It starts today.

AAB24922

SOUTHWEST

Quick POSSESSION\

¢ 3 bdrm + vaulted bonus rm, 2.5 bath

*1912 sq ft

* Mstr bdrm features 4 piece ensuite
w/soaker tub

* Flex room on main floor

* Hardwood & tile upgrades

Call Jesse Marshall 256:8343
www.todayshomes.ca

It starts here. It sta

todays

HOMES

1935 SQ FT 2 STOREY WALK OUT
FEATURES GRANITE COUNTERTOPS, MAPLE

21/2 BATHS AND BONUS ROOM WITH A
VAULTED CEILING

*669,900

INCL Lot
& GST

Call Mary LeBeau -
241-3838

WWW. i.com

CABINETS, HARDWOOD ON MAIN, 3 BEDROOMS

STOMES
o
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Elite Custom Homes

Walk-out Basement
with West Facing
Lot, Backing onto
Greenbelt, 1821 sq.ft.
- 2 Storey home with
double attached garage.
Features include 3
Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths,
Hardwood Floors, Open
Kitchen with Great
Room & Fireplace, Rear
Deck, & Large Bonus
Room. Located in quiet
Cul-de-Sac.

incl lot & GST

elite

HOMES

CALL SIMON

850-1708

www.elitehomes.com

490,000

616V29VV
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1286 sq ft

*3 bdrm, 1.5 bath

* Mstr. bdrm features 3 piece bath w/W.L.C.
* Rear 10 x10 deck off Nook

* Black appliances & Maple cabinets

Call Jesse Marshall 256-8343
www.todayshomes.ca

It starts here. It st

ts today.

todays

HOMES

The “Eden B” in Bridlecrest SW

* 1482 sqfft

3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bath

* Full length front porch

*Nook leads to 13'x 10” rear deck

* Black appliances & Maple cabinets
¢ Includes Fireplace

Call Jesse Marshall 256-8343
www.todayshomes.ca

It starts here. It starts today.

The “Cambrian C” in Bridcrest SwW

AA624920!

QUICK POSSESSION

AA624923!




